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Abstract
The availability of open resources and corpora is a fundamental requirement for research in Natural Language Pro-
cessing (NLP) and Computational Linguistics; however, languages spoken in Latin America and the Iberian Peninsula,
particularly indigenous, minority, and regional varieties, remain structurally under-resourced and under-represented.
This paper presents a historical account of OpenCor (Latin American and Iberian Languages Open Corpora Forum),
a community-driven initiative created to promote, document, and discuss open corpora and lexical resources for
these languages. Conceived as a collaborative forum rather than a competitive evaluation venue, OpenCor focuses
on data creation, licensing practices, sustainability, and community building. Between 2018 and 2024, OpenCor was
organized as a recurring workshop co-located with major conferences, fostering dialogue across countries, institutions,
and linguistic traditions. By documenting the initiative’s motivations, organizational trajectory, submission trends, and
the diversity of resources presented, this paper aims to preserve institutional memory, highlight the often-invisible
labor of corpus development, and provide a reference for future initiatives dedicated to openness and linguistic diversity.
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1. Introduction

The availability of open corpora and lexical re-
sources is a central requirement for the develop-
ment of Natural Language Processing (NLP) and
Computational Linguistics research. While major
languages benefit from a growing ecosystem of
openly licensed datasets, tools, and benchmarks,
languages spoken in Latin America and the Iberian
Peninsula have historically faced structural chal-
lenges related to visibility, funding, infrastructure,
and coordination. These challenges are particu-
larly acute for under-resourced languages, regional
varieties, and languages with limited institutional
support.

In this context, OpenCor (Latin American and
Iberian Languages Open Corpora Forum) emerged
as a community-driven initiative aimed at mapping,
discussing, and promoting open corpora and lex-
ical resources for these languages. Rather than
focusing on system comparison or shared tasks,
OpenCor was conceived as a forum for resource
presentation, discussion of licensing practices, sus-
tainability, and community building. Between 2018
and 2024, OpenCor was organized as a recurring
workshop co-located with major conferences in the
field in both Latin America and the Iberian Penin-
sula, fostering dialogue across countries, institu-
tions, and linguistic traditions.

This paper presents a historical report of the
OpenCor initiative, covering its motivations, orga-
nizational trajectory, meetings, and the evolution
of the resources discussed within the forum. By

documenting this history, we aim to preserve institu-
tional memory, highlight community efforts that are
often invisible in traditional evaluation venues, and
provide a reference for future initiatives focused
on openness and linguistic diversity. The project
maintains a public web presence at

https://opencor.gitlab.io/.
This paper makes four principal contributions. First,
it presents a documented historical timeline of
OpenCor from 2018 to 2024. Second, it provides
an analysis of submission patterns and participa-
tion trends across editions. Third, it offers a curated
overview of the open corpora showcased through
the initiative, highlighting their linguistic, method-
ological, and regional diversity. Finally, it reflects
on the structural challenges involved in sustaining
open linguistic infrastructures, situating OpenCor
within broader debates about research recognition,
funding asymmetries, and long-term maintenance.

2. OpenCor Motivation

The primary motivation behind OpenCor is the ab-
sence of a consolidated, openly accessible list
of corpora and lexical resources for Latin Amer-
ican and Iberian languages. Although many re-
sources exist, information about them is frag-
mented across personal webpages, institutional
repositories, or conference proceedings. This
fragmentation makes it difficult for researchers,
students, and practitioners to discover existing
datasets, assess their licensing conditions, and
reuse them responsibly. The initiative is inspired by

https://opencor.gitlab.io/
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Linguateca1, established in 1998 as a distributed
resource center for the computational processing of
Portuguese, with a mission centered on facilitating
access to existing resources, collaboratively devel-
oping new ones, and organizing shared evaluation
efforts (Santos, 2003).

The name OpenCor was chosen with a deliber-
ate double meaning. It refers to Open Corpora, the
central focus of the initiative, but also to cor, the
Latin word for heart. This second meaning serves
as a metaphor for openness, generosity, and inclu-
sion. A common saying across the Iberian Penin-
sula and Latin America describes something as
‘as big as a mother’s heart, where there is always
room for one more’. Historically, many workshops
and shared tasks in NLP prioritize system perfor-
mance and competition, which can inadvertently
marginalize discussions about data creation, anno-
tation labor, licensing, and long-term maintenance.
OpenCor was designed to be: first, a list of open re-
sources; second, a complementary space, a forum
explicitly dedicated to resources rather than models,
and to collaboration rather than competition.

Another important motivation was the produc-
tion of a historical timeline of open resources and
community efforts. By tracking meetings, submis-
sions, and presented corpora over time, OpenCor
functions as a living record of how openness has
evolved in the regions. The OpenCor website was
therefore not only an organizational hub but also
a public archive documenting editions, programs,
calls for papers, and links to resources.

The initial discussions that led to OpenCor took
place during a Linguistic Data Consortium (LDC)2

meeting in Mexico City, sponsored by the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania, in 2018. At that moment, par-
ticipants reflected on the structural asymmetry in
the production and consolidation of linguistic infras-
tructures: although many corpora and initiatives
concerned Latin American and Iberian languages,
centralized documentation and resource aggrega-
tion were often located outside the regions where
these languages are spoken. This observation re-
inforced the need for a regionally grounded forum
dedicated to mapping, documenting, and sustain-
ing open resources from within the community itself.
OpenCor is also motivated by the recognition that
many researchers in Latin America and the Iberian
Peninsula face significant funding constraints. The
workshop consistently aimed to lower barriers to
participation by allowing “workshop-only” registra-
tion, using free submission platforms, and inviting
speakers who were already attending the host con-
ference or able to participate without additional fi-
nancial support. Finally, OpenCor meetings always
allowed for ‘non-archival’ submissions, aiming to

1https://linguateca.pt/
2https://www.ldc.upenn.edu/

gather the community that had already published
their works in another venue but were interested in
discussing and sharing their resources.

OpenCor focuses on corpora that are freely ac-
cessible and reusable, thereby supporting trans-
parency and cumulative research. It prioritizes re-
sources relevant to the languages spoken in Latin
America and the Iberian Peninsula, including in-
digenous and minority languages that are often
underrepresented in mainstream NLP research. At
the same time, it seeks to engage a broad schol-
arly community, encompassing researchers in NLP,
linguistics, education, and related fields.

The initiative serves two complementary pur-
poses:

1. As a curated, evolving list of open corpora,
improving discoverability and reuse of existing
resources;

2. As a forum and meeting point for corpus
creators and users, providing space for discus-
sion of methodologies, annotation practices,
and long-term maintenance issues.

3. OpenCor Development

OpenCor has been active since the late 2010s and
has been organized as a recurring forum, often
co-located with established conferences and work-
shops in Computational Linguistics and NLP. By
2024, the project had reached its fifth edition, re-
flecting sustained community interest and ongoing
relevance.

OpenCor has evolved from a small, informal ef-
fort into a recognized venue for presenting and
discussing corpus-related work that often does not
fit comfortably within traditional publication formats.

Across all editions, OpenCor was organized as
a community-driven workshop with a strong com-
mitment to openness and accessibility. EasyChair
was consistently used as the submission and re-
view platform due to its free availability for small
meetings. Invited speakers were selected based
on their contributions to open resources and their
ability to participate without dedicated travel fund-
ing.

The first OpenCor workshop3 was held in 2018 in
Canela, Brazil, co-located with PROPOR, the Inter-
national Conference on Computational Processing
of Portuguese. The workshop was organized fol-
lowing an invitation from Prof. Aline Villavicencio
and established the core format for subsequent edi-
tions. Of the eight accepted papers, three of them
(almost half) were not presented due to a lack of
funding, a challenge that would recur in later edi-
tions. The invited speaker for this first edition was

3https://opencor.gitlab.io/
opencor-2018/

https://linguateca.pt/
https://www.ldc.upenn.edu/
https://opencor.gitlab.io/opencor-2018/
https://opencor.gitlab.io/opencor-2018/
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Year Event Location Format Submitted Accepted Keynote
2018 PROPOR Canela (BR) In-person 10 8 A. Medina Urrea
2019 PLAGAA Guanajuato (MX) In-person 9 7 Fernanda López
2020 PROPOR Évora (PT) Hybrid 9 7 Marcos Garcia
2021 STIL Online Online (full day) 10 10 Valeria de Paiva
2024 PROPOR Santiago (ES) In-person 11 7 –

Table 1: Conference statistics by year

Alfonso Medina Urrea (El Colegio de México, Red
Temática de Tecnologías del Lenguaje, Mexico),
who presented on Mexican corpora and their appli-
cations (Medina Urrea, 2018). Importantly, funding
from PROPOR itself enabled the participation of
the invited speaker, making this the only edition
of OpenCor with direct financial support for this
purpose.

In 2019, OpenCor4 was held in Guanajuato, Mex-
ico, as part of the 4th PLAGAA, Taller Mexicano
de Detección de Plagio y Análisis de Autoría5. In
this edition Adrian Pastor López Monroy (Centro de
Investigación en Matemáticas, Mexico) contributed
as the local chair. Among the submissions, two
focused on Portuguese and five on Spanish or
other languages. The invited speaker was Fer-
nanda López (Universidad Nacional Autónoma de
México), who presented CLOE (Corpus de Lengua
Oral del Español) (López-Escobedo and Solorzano-
Soto, 2016).

The 2020 edition6 took place in Évora, Portu-
gal, co-located with PROPOR. The invited speaker
was Marcos Garcia (Universidade de Santiago de
Compostela, Galicia), who presented an overview
of open language resources for Galician (García
and Crespo-Otero, 2022). This edition marked an
important moment in connecting resource-building
efforts across the Iberian Peninsula with those in
Latin America, particularly among closely related
Ibero-Romance languages such as Portuguese
and Galician.

Originally planned to take place in Fortaleza,
Brazil, OpenCor 20217 was held fully online due
to the COVID-19 pandemic and co-located with
STIL, the Symposium in Information and Human
Language Technology. For the first time, Open-
Cor was held as a full-day workshop. The invited
speaker was Valeria de Paiva (Topos Institute), who
spoke about open linguistic resources for Brazil-
ian Portuguese (Rademaker et al., 2017; de Paiva
et al., 2016). The online format enabled broader

4https://opencor.gitlab.io/
program-2019/

5https://sites.google.com/view/
plagaa2019

6https://opencor.gitlab.io/
opencor-2020/

7https://comissoes.sbc.org.br/ce-pln/
stil2021/programSTIL2021.pdf

participation across countries, partially mitigating
travel-related funding barriers, while also introduc-
ing new organizational challenges typical of virtual
events.

After a hiatus, OpenCor returned in 2024 (Open-
Cor at PROPOR 2024). Due to the density of the
main conference program, no invited speaker was
scheduled. The continued interest, reflected in
the number of submissions, demonstrated the sus-
tained relevance of the forum.

3.1. OpenCor Trends

Across its editions from 2018 to 2024, OpenCor
received a total of 49 paper submissions, of which
39 were accepted, resulting in an overall accep-
tance rate of approximately 80%. Acceptance rates
varied across years, ranging from 64% in 2024 to
100% in 2021, the latter reflecting the inclusive
character of the fully online edition held during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Rather than reflecting low selectivity, these ac-
ceptance rates are indicative of the workshop’s cu-
ratorial and community-building role. Submissions
were evaluated primarily on their contribution to the
documentation, creation, or dissemination of open
corpora and lexical resources, with an emphasis
on clarity, reusability, and licensing transparency.
In several editions, a non-negligible number of ac-
cepted papers could not be presented due to travel
and funding constraints, particularly in in-person
events, underscoring structural barriers faced by re-
searchers working on language resources in Latin
America and the Iberian Peninsula.

The relatively stable number of submissions
across editions further suggests sustained com-
munity interest, despite the absence of dedicated
funding, travel grants, or shared-task incentives.
These trends support the interpretation of Open-
Cor as a long-term community infrastructure effort,
rather than a competitive evaluation venue.

Despite the geographic scale and academic di-
versity of both focused regions, the absolute num-
ber of submissions to OpenCor has remained rela-
tively modest across editions. This should not be
interpreted as a lack of interest or research activity,
but rather as a reflection of structural participation
constraints. Limited access to travel funding con-
tinues to be a major barrier for many researchers

https://opencor.gitlab.io/program-2019/
https://opencor.gitlab.io/program-2019/
https://sites.google.com/view/plagaa2019
https://sites.google.com/view/plagaa2019
https://opencor.gitlab.io/opencor-2020/
https://opencor.gitlab.io/opencor-2020/
https://comissoes.sbc.org.br/ce-pln/stil2021/programSTIL2021.pdf
https://comissoes.sbc.org.br/ce-pln/stil2021/programSTIL2021.pdf
https://propor2024.citius.gal/index.php/opencor-latin-american-and-iberian-languages-open-corpora-forum/
https://propor2024.citius.gal/index.php/opencor-latin-american-and-iberian-languages-open-corpora-forum/
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in the region, particularly for international confer-
ences. Although the 2021 edition was held fully
online and achieved full acceptance, the excep-
tional conditions of the pandemic make it difficult
to treat this edition as representative evidence that
online venues alone are sufficient to address par-
ticipation asymmetries. Additionally, submission
patterns show a higher concentration of contribu-
tions from Brazil and Mexico, which are the coun-
tries of affiliation of the workshop organizers, sug-
gesting that local academic networks and proximity
to organizers play a significant role in community
engagement when broader institutional support is
lacking.

4. Open Corpora List

A central outcome of OpenCor has been the ac-
cumulation of a curated list8 of open corpora and
lexical resources for Latin American and Iberian lan-
guages. Building on the tradition of initiatives such
as Linguateca, OpenCor similarly emphasizes doc-
umentation, accessibility, and community-driven
reuse. The resources presented across editions
are heterogeneous in scope, modality, language
coverage, and level of maturity.

Rather than enforcing a fixed taxonomy, Open-
Cor emphasized descriptive presentations, allow-
ing authors to discuss data collection methodolo-
gies, annotation schemes, licensing decisions, and
known limitations. Over time, the OpenCor website
accumulated links to these resources, gradually
forming a distributed list of open datasets.

It is important to note that OpenCor does not
collect linguistic data. The corpora described here
correspond exclusively to the resources voluntar-
ily submitted by participants of the workshops and
related events. As a consequence, the set of lan-
guages represented in OpenCor should not be in-
terpreted as a deliberate or comprehensive cov-
erage of the languages of Latin America and the
Iberian Peninsula. Many relevant languages are not
present, including, for example, Basque, Tikuna,
and Guarani Kaiowá, simply because no resources
for these languages were submitted to the initiative.

OpenCor’s list, despite being vastly incomplete,
brings together a wide variety of open corpora and
lexical resources for Latin American and Iberian lan-
guages, including both newly developed datasets
and resources created before the initiative. Inclu-
sion in the list has not been restricted to works
presented at OpenCor meetings: authors may also
request the addition of their resources indepen-
dently, through a public submission form, available
from the website of the initiative.

This author-initiated list reflects OpenCor’s em-
phasis on community inclusion, visibility, and

8https://opencor.gitlab.io/corpora/

reuse. As of 2025, the list contains 40 resources.
The contributions showcased at OpenCor cover
a wide range of corpus types, beginning with
traditional written and spoken corpora for Span-
ish (Sánchez Fernández and Medina Urrea, 2020)
and Portuguese (Santos et al., 2018; Okano et al.,
2020). These include both general-purpose and
domain-specific collections, such as product re-
views (Real et al., 2019; dos Santos Silva et al.,
2024), oil and gas domain (Freitas et al., 2023)
or standardized reference corpora (Crespo et al.,
2023; Mendes, 2024).

Beyond language-specific corpora, the program
highlights regional and national resources from
Latin America and the Iberian Peninsula, ad-
dressing linguistic variation and language diver-
sity (Pichel Campos et al., 2019). These in-
clude resources for Catalan (Rodriguez-Penagos
et al., 2021) and multilingual survey question-
naires (Zavala-Rojas et al., 2021), reflecting the
initiative’s commitment to capturing regional diver-
sity. Complementing these text-level datasets are
structured lexical resources, such as high-coverage
morphological lexicons (e.g. MorphoBR (Alen-
car et al., 2018)) and terminological databases
(e.g. PetrolNer (Coelho and de Freitas, 2020)),
as well as oral language collections (Junior et al.,
2024; Othero and Ayres, 2014) that provide special-
ized annotation for phenomena such as emotional
children’s speech (Pérez-Espinosa et al., 2020),
thereby broadening the functional range of avail-
able linguistic data.

A core concern of OpenCor is representation of
underrepresented varieties and minority languages.
Examples include corpora documenting indigenous
languages, for instance, the Wixarika-Spanish Par-
allel Corpus (Mager et al., 2018), which provides
aligned text material for an indigenous Mexican
language, and ongoing efforts to build annotated
parallel corpora for Nheengatu (de Alencar, 2023),
the lingua franca in the Amazon basin, alongside re-
sources for Sri Lanka Portuguese (Silva and Trigo,
2022) and Southern Quechua (Cardenas et al.,
2018). Finally, the initiative also embraces non-
spoken and multimodal language resources, such
as multimedia corpora developed for applications
like acoustic interaction research (Rascon et al.,
2018) and sign language translation (Núñez-Reyes,
2016), underscoring OpenCor’s engagement with
multiple modalities of linguistic data.

This inclusive approach has brought visibility
to corpora often marginalized in mainstream NLP
venues, particularly work on Indigenous languages
of Latin America and regional languages of the
Iberian Peninsula. It highlights not only the exis-
tence of such data, but also the labor, linguistic
diversity, and communities involved in their cre-
ation and maintenance. Notably, several of these

https://opencor.gitlab.io/corpora/
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corpora were first presented at OpenCor meetings
during their early stages of development and were
officially released at a later time.

5. Difficulties and Challenges

Despite its successes, OpenCor faces persistent
structural challenges. These include limited and un-
stable funding, particularly for minority and indige-
nous language resources, where financial precarity
directly affects both scope and continuity. The initia-
tive also contends with the coordination costs inher-
ent in geographically dispersed and institutionally
diverse communities, which require sustained col-
laboration across national and disciplinary bound-
aries. Beyond initial creation, the long-term sus-
tainability of corpora remains a significant concern,
encompassing issues of hosting, licensing clarity,
documentation, and ongoing updates. Finally, the
labor involved in corpus development continues to
suffer from insufficient academic recognition, as
data creation and curation are often undervalued in
hiring, promotion, and research assessment frame-
works.

These difficulties are not unique to OpenCor, but
reflect broader systemic issues in open scientific
infrastructure. Funding has been the most persis-
tent challenge faced by OpenCor. Apart from the
initial support in 2018, the workshop never had ded-
icated funding for travel grants, invited speakers,
or infrastructure. A funding request submitted to
NAACL (NAACL Emerging Regions fund) in 2020
to support the 2021 edition was denied. As a re-
sult, participation often depends on authors’ ability
to self-fund or already be present at the host con-
ference. While options such as “workshop-only”
registration help reduce costs, several accepted
papers across editions were not presented due to
financial constraints.

These challenges highlight the broader structural
issue that initiatives focused on data, openness,
and linguistic diversity often struggle to secure fund-
ing compared to model-centric or commercially ori-
ented research agendas. These challenges are
not unique to OpenCor but reflect structural dynam-
ics within the Latin American NLP ecosystem. To
better situate OpenCor within this landscape, the
following section examines related regional initia-
tives and their organizational models.

6. More Latin American Initiatives

OpenCor is not an isolated effort, but part of a land-
scape of community-driven initiatives dedicated to
NLP and open linguistic resources in Latin Amer-
ica. Over the last decade, the region has witnessed
the emergence of multiple forums, collectives, and
research networks addressing structural gaps in

visibility, infrastructure, and representation within
global NLP research. Rather than forming a coordi-
nated ecosystem, these initiatives typically operate
independently, often without sustained interaction
or mutual awareness. This fragmentation reflects
structural constraints and contributes to the diffi-
culty of sustaining long-term initiatives, many of
which emerge, transform, or disappear over time.

Within this broader and fragmented landscape,
we highlight a small number of initiatives of which
we are aware, selected for their relevance to the de-
velopment, visibility, and organization of language-
related research in Latin America. This selection is
not intended to be exhaustive, but rather illustrative
of different models of community organization and
engagement in the region. Although these initia-
tives differ in scope, structure, and objectives from
OpenCor, we include them to situate our work within
this wider regional context and to acknowledge that
it forms part of an ongoing collective effort rather
than a standalone endeavor.

Within the NLP community, one visible initiative
is AmericasNLP9, a workshop series focused on
Indigenous languages of the Americas and often
co-located with major international conferences
such as ACL and NAACL. The venue promotes
the development of corpora and shared datasets
in low-resource settings and brings together re-
searchers from universities in Latin America and
Europe alongside participants affiliated with large
technology companies. This configuration, also
present in smaller venues, such as the Workshop
on NLP for Indigenous Languages of Lusophone
Countries10, reflects a broader strategic interest in
expanding multilingual AI systems to historically
underrepresented languages. At the same time,
the growing involvement of major industry actors
raises questions about governance, ownership,
and long-term control of linguistic resources, par-
ticularly where corporate infrastructures intersect
with community-based language initiatives.

In Brazil, the Brazilian Symposium on Information
and Human Language Technology11 (STIL) consti-
tutes probably the longest-running and most con-
solidated NLP venue in Latin America. Organized
under the Brazilian Computing Society since 2003,
STIL has historically served as a primary outlet for
the presentation of open corpora, treebanks, and
lexical resources for Brazilian Portuguese, while
also welcoming work on Spanish and other lan-
guages. The 4th OpenCor edition was co-located
with STIL, reflecting the overlap in community and
goals, while maintaining distinct scopes.

9https://github.com/AmericasNLP
10https://sites.google.com/view/

illc-nlp-2024/home
11https://sites.google.com/view/ce-pln/

eventos/stil

https://github.com/AmericasNLP
https://sites.google.com/view/illc-nlp-2024/home
https://sites.google.com/view/illc-nlp-2024/home
https://sites.google.com/view/ce-pln/eventos/stil
https://sites.google.com/view/ce-pln/eventos/stil
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Beyond formal academic venues, grassroots and
independent collectives have played a decisive role
in advancing open linguistic infrastructures. In Mex-
ico, Comunidad Elotl12 exemplifies a bottom-up
model centered on the development of free and
open-source tools and corpora for Indigenous lan-
guages such as Nahuatl, Otomí, and Mixtec. Simi-
larly, in the Andean region, initiatives such as Sim-
inchik13 and Siminchikkunarayku14 have focused
on building open speech corpora for Quechua (Car-
denas et al., 2018) and other native languages of
Peru (Zevallos et al., 2022), often relying on commu-
nity participation and crowdsourcing to overcome
institutional limitations. Interestingly, many Latin
American researchers focused on native language
preservation are nowadays working with underrep-
resented languages of Spain or even with open
data, but in other European countries, which may
reflect structural constraints whereby researchers
committed to endangered languages and open data
struggle to find institutional spaces in Latin America
that enable sustained, long-term, and continuous
research efforts.

At a broader regional level, initiatives such as
Khipu15, a Latin American meeting on Artificial In-
telligence from 2019, and institutions like CENIA16

(Centro Nacional de Inteligencia Artificial) in Chile
contribute to cross-national collaboration and infras-
tructure building. While their scope extends beyond
language technologies, these initiatives reinforce
a regional culture of openness, collaboration, and
data sharing that directly benefits NLP research.
Likewise, open data forums such as Abrelatam Con
Datos17 have shaped the policy and civic discourse
around data as a public good, creating favorable
conditions for open linguistic resources develop-
ment since 2013.

Open data and data reuse are also central con-
cerns for communities operating outside academic
NLP itself, particularly those engaged with public in-
formation, transparency, and political accountability
in Latin America. One such initiative is Coda.Br18

(Conferência Brasileira de Jornalismo de Dados e
Métodos Digitais), which occupies a space distinct
from Computational Linguistics research while en-
gaging directly with practices and debates around
openness and data access. Organized since 2015,
Coda.Br brings together journalists, civic technolo-
gists, and professionals interested in politics, trans-
parency, and the use of open data. A distinctive

12https://elotl.mx/
13https://watuchi.org/
14https://siminchikkunarayku.pe/
15https://khipu.ai/
16https://cenia.cl/
17‘Open Latin America with Data’; https:

//abrelatam.org
18https://escoladedados.org/coda/

feature of the conference is its commitment to re-
gional decentralization, with recent editions held
annually in the Amazon region, fostering partici-
pation beyond traditional academic and technolog-
ical centers. Although not focused on language
resources or NLP research, Coda.Br contributes to
a broader culture of open data and critical engage-
ment with public information that intersects with the
conditions under which data, including linguistic
data, are created, accessed, and sustained in Latin
America.

Within this landscape, OpenCor occupies a com-
plementary and specialized role. Rather than serv-
ing as a general NLP venue, it provides a dedicated
forum for the documentation, discussion, and dis-
semination of open corpora and lexical resources
for Latin American and Iberian languages. By fo-
cusing explicitly on data, licensing, and sustainabil-
ity, OpenCor contributes to the regional ecosystem
by addressing a critical but often under-recognized
layer of NLP research infrastructure.

Taken together, these initiatives reveal a regional
ecosystem characterized by decentralization, frag-
mentation, and limited structural funding. At the
same time, they demonstrate that Latin America
is actively shaping the development of NLP and
lexical resources, rather than merely consuming
technologies produced elsewhere. Researchers,
collectives, and institutions across the region have
built open corpora, organized conferences, and
sustained collaborative networks, often under sig-
nificant structural constraints. Within this context,
OpenCor occupies a specific infrastructural niche:
a forum dedicated not to model performance, but
to the documentation and sustainability of open
corpora. Its persistence across editions, despite
the absence of stable funding, illustrates both the
vitality and the precarity of data-centered initiatives
in Latin America.

7. Conclusion

This paper has presented a historical account of
OpenCor, a community-driven forum dedicated to
open corpora and lexical resources for the lan-
guages of Latin America and the Iberian Peninsula.
Between 2018 and 2024, OpenCor functioned as
a space for documenting resources, discussing li-
censing and sustainability practices, and fostering
exchange among researchers working on under-
resourced, regional, and minority languages.

By consolidating information about meetings,
submissions, and the resources presented across
editions, this paper contributes to the preserva-
tion of institutional memory around an initiative
whose outcomes extend beyond traditional publica-
tion metrics. In particular, it makes visible forms of
labor, such as data collection, annotation, curation,

https://elotl.mx/
https://watuchi.org/
https://siminchikkunarayku.pe/
https://khipu.ai/
https://cenia.cl/
https://abrelatam.org
https://abrelatam.org
https://escoladedados.org/coda/
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and maintenance, that are often underrepresented
in mainstream NLP venues.

Rather than positioning OpenCor as a model
to be replicated or sustained indefinitely, this his-
torical record highlights both the possibilities and
the structural constraints faced by the community-
led efforts centered on openness and linguistic di-
versity. As such, the paper aims to serve as a
reference point for researchers, organizers, and
institutions interested in understanding how open
language resource initiatives have emerged, oper-
ated, and evolved within the specific conditions of
Latin America and the Iberian Peninsula.

7.1. Limitations
This paper provides a brief historical account of
the OpenCor initiative and does not aim to be an
exhaustive survey of all open corpora efforts in
Latin America and the Iberian Peninsula. While
we sought to reference relevant NLP groups, work-
shops, and initiatives, the landscape of language
resource development in the region is broad, het-
erogeneous, and continuously evolving, with many
efforts occurring outside established academic
venues. The initiatives discussed also reflect, in
part, the academic networks and geographic con-
texts in which OpenCor was organized, which may
result in the under-representation of some commu-
nities or languages.
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