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The first LREC, held in Granada in May 1998, and the second one, held in Athens in May-June 2000,
registered an unexpectedly high number of submissions, acknowledging the need for a common venue for

the variety and richness of activities in the field of language resources (LRs) and evaluation.

The further increase in the number of submissions received for this third LREC edition, LREC 2002, is an
implicit recognition of the success of the first two and of the contribution of this initiative to the formation of

a R&D community in a field of increasing relevance in the context of the blooming Information Society (IS).

Numerous actors are working in different sectors, on different aspects of LRs, focusing on issues of
particular relevance for their professional interests: linguists, field linguists, psycholinguists, computational
linguists, language engineers, publishers of multimedia products, cultural organisations, software and
telecommunication industries, education and language technologists, knowledge engineers, service providers
on telecommunication networks, etc. As they belong to different communities, which have their own specific
organisations and conferences, they seldom have the opportunity of a common venue to share capabilities,

exchange information, and explore possible synergies and co-operation.

LREC aims at providing such a venue, promoting the awareness that all those working in the field of LRs
will benefit from considering themselves as members of a well-identified field. As stated in the Conference
Announcement, the aim of this Conference is "to provide an overview of the state-of-the-art, discuss
problems and opportunities, exchange information regarding language resources, their applications, ongoing
and planned activities, industrial use and requirements, discuss evaluation methodologies and demonstrate
evaluation tools, explore possibilities and promote initiatives for international co-operation in the areas

mentioned above".

In the Introduction to the Granada and the Athens Proceedings, I summarised my perception of the main
challenges for the future of our fields, both from the organisational and from the technological point of view.
I think that this general framework still holds. In my personal opinion, for some of those topics work is
effectively taking place; some topics have not yet received the attention they deserve; strategic choices are

still pending for some relevant organisational problems.

In the last years we have witnessed a remarkable acceleration in the development of Internet, mobile and

broadcasting networks, digital multimedia, etc.

Natural languages are the main vehicles for digital content products and services in business, education and

culture.
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The cultural treasures of different nations should be made available to everyone. Citizens of various
countries wish — and should have the right — to access the digital contents and services in their own

languages and using appropriate modalities.

An increasingly high volume of electronic information is becoming available in languages other than
English. This requires a concerted effort in the customisation of content for the needs of different cultures,
the extension of technology to different languages, the development of a variety of enabling interfaces:

spoken language, text and other modalities.

Individual organisations and countries have been investing in the creation of language resources and the
methods for the evaluation of resources, technologies, products and applications. This is evident in the US
DARPA HLT programme, the EU HLT programme under FP5-IST, the Francophone AUF programme and
others, particularly in the localisation industry (Localisation Industry Standards Association, LISA, and
Localisation Research Centre, LRC). The European 6™ Framework Programme (FP6), planned for a start in
2003, includes multilingual and multisensorial communication as one of the major R&D issue, and the
evaluation of technologies appears as a specific item in the Integrated Project instrument presentation.
Substantial mutual benefits can be expected from addressing these issues through international co-operation.

A key element to international co-operation is sharing knowledge about problems and solutions.

I take the liberty of mentioning a few examples of initiatives aiming at promoting the international co-

operation which were launched in the last two years.

With the support of the European Commission, within the 5" Framework Programme, we are running the
ENABLER project, which proposes a network aiming at improving co-operation among national activities

established by national authorities for providing LRs for their languages.

In association with ENABLER, in the framework of the e-Content Programme, the European Commission
will also very likely support the INTERA project, which aims at building an integrated European language
resource area by connecting international, national and regional data centres and at producing new
multilingual language resources. We are also actively involved in the Network-DC project, which aims at co-

ordinating the actions of ELRA and the Linguistic Data Consortium (LDC).

ELRA and ELSNET are supporting the foundation and the first steps of an International Federation of
Language Resources, an initiative which aims at promoting the co-operation between COCOSDA, which is
concerned mainly with spoken language resources, and an analogous structure concerned with written
language resources. This federation, which will have representatives in each continent, will also create some
working groups for multimodal resources and, in general, for resources needed for technological

developments.

Another initiative was taken by the ISO/TC 37/SC 4, which founded the Language Resource Management

Group, whose purpose is to develop standards that contain specifications for computer-assisted language
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resource management, while focusing on data modelling, mark-up, data exchange and the evaluation of

language resources other than terminologies.

Other initiatives will be presented and discussed in various workshops associated to this conference.
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